
 

 

Morocco:  Gardens, Culture & Cuisine 
May 9 – 17, 2014 

 

Sponsored by Pacific Horticulture Society 

Escorted by Katherine Greenberg 

 

 

 
Discover the imperial cities of Morocco -- Rabat, Meknes, Fes, and Marrakech – 
and travel back in time with visits to the ancient Roman city of Volubilis, the 
medieval medina of Fes, and Berber villages in the Atlas Mountains. We will 
experience the fascinating culture of Morocco through its gardens, workshops 
devoted to Moroccan arts, and visits to private homes. Along the way, we will 
stay in exceptional hotels and enjoy regional cuisine and Moroccan hospitality. 
Join us for an amazing adventure!                                            
             
                        

 
Friday, May 9   USA to 

Casablanca, Morocco 

 
Saturday, May 10   Rabat (D) 
Independent arrivals to the 
stately capital city of Rabat, 
with time to relax. Meet  at the 
hotel for a welcome drink in 
the late afternoon, followed by 
dinner in the hotel’s lovely 
restaurant.  
 
Private transfers shall be 
provided between the 
Casablanca airport and the 
hotel in Rabat.  For those who 
may wish to arrive a day 
earlier and spend the night in Casablanca, a group transfer shall be provided 
today from Casablanca’s Hyatt Regency to Rabat. 
 
 

Hotel Villa Mandarine, the city’s premier boutique hotel, located in the Agdal 
diplomatic enclave beyond town, with each room opening up to a lush inner 
garden and an acclaimed restaurant (2 nights). 

 
 
 



Sunday, May 11   Rabat (B,L) 
In the morning enjoy a leisurely stroll through the cobblestone alleyways of the 
millennium-old Oudaya Casbah, a former lair of Barbary Coast corsairs, with its 
Andalusian garden and the National Museum of Jewelry. We then proceed to 
the country’s sole archaeological museum, renowned for its prehistoric and 
Roman collections.  
Enjoy a private lunch at the Center for Cross-Cultural Learning in a former 
mansion inside the old city, where we may chat with the Center’s staff about a 
variety of topics on Moroccan culture, politics, and daily life. 
After lunch we proceed to the Chellah fortress, with its Roman relics and the 
intricate necropolis of the 14

th
 century Merinid Dynasty, set amid exotic 

vegetation. Next, a stop at the ornate mausoleum to modern Morocco’s “father” 
Mohamed V, set on the grounds of a ruined mosque that was meant to have 
been the world’s largest in the 12

th
 Century. Return to the hotel, evening free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, May 12   Meknes, Chateau Roslane, Volubilis, Fes (B,L,D) 
An early departure to the former Imperial City of Meknes, the capital of 
illustrious 17

th
 – 18

th
 century Sultan Moulay Ismail to see the astounding 

granary he built to feed the city’s population and his 12,000 horses, a World 
Heritage Site.  We also stop at Ismail’s mausoleum and admire the Mansour 
Gate, Morocco’s largest.  Midday we venture south to the Chateau Roslane, the 
main production facility of Celliers de Meknes, Morocco’s largest winery. There 
we enjoy a tour of the winery, followed by a tasting of their wines and a private 
lunch.  
After lunch we visit the vast ruins of Volubilis, Rome’s commercial capital for the 
region up to the 3

rd
 century. It is renowned for its numerous mosaics still in situ. 

The last leg of the journey brings us to fabled Fes, Morocco’s 1,200 year-old 
spiritual capital. We will enjoy a special dinner in the Fassia room of the hotel’s 
original palace wing. 
 

Hotel Palais Jamai, the sole full-service hotel within the old city, built upon a 
former vizier’s palace, with terraced gardens (2 nights in deluxe Medina-view 
rooms).  



 
 

 

Tuesday, May 13   Fes (B,L,D) 
We will enjoy a full-day exploration of Fes, a World Heritage Site that is 
considered the last true example of a typical medieval Arab city. Begin with 9

th
 

century “old” Fes, following its labyrinthine alleys to the Attarine Medersa, the 
highest artistic achievement of the 14

th
 century Merinid Dynasty, the 

mausoleum to city founder Idriss II, the picturesque leather tannery, the 
restored 17

th
 century Nejjarine caravanserai, now a superb museum of 

everything wood. We will also visit the bazaars around the world’s oldest 
functioning university, the Qarawine.  
We will enjoy a lunch of local specialties within the medina at Palais Medina.  
After lunch we continue to 14

th
 century “new” Fes to see its Boujeloud “Blue” 

Gate and the Bou Inania Medersa, another Merinid jewel. End the day at the 
workshops for pottery and zellige tile mosaic, a Fesi specialty.  
Our dinner this evening will be at Maison Bleue, one of Morocco’s most 
esteemed traditional restaurants 

 



 Wednesday, May 14   Middle Atlas Mountains, Marrakech (B,L,D) 
This morning we depart Fes to drive over the Middle Atlas range to Marrakech 
through mountain station Ifrane, site of Africa’s most prestigious university. We 
will stop in the midst of the last forest of giant Atlas cedars, where we may see 
a band of the indigenous Barbary macaques. Then we drive through small 
hamlets across the vast Tadla plains, one the Kingdom’s prime “bread 
baskets”, which we follow to Marrakech for an early evening arrival.  
Lunch en route in Zayane Berber center Khenifra at the Hotel de France. A 
Moroccan dinner awaits us at the Hotel Dar Rhizlane. 
 

Dar Rhizlane is an elegant deluxe boutique hotel located in the residential 
Hivernage section next to the medina (3 nights). 

 

    
 

 

Thursday, May 15   Marrakech, High Atlas Mountains (B,L) 
The day begins with a presentation on the history of Marrakech by the 
Kouotoubia minaret. The late 12

th
 century Koutoubia, the symbol of the city, is a 

“reference” of world Islamic art. Built under the Almohad Berber dynasty on the 
site of the 1070 foundation of the city, it is the “sister” to the minaret in Rabat 
and Seville’s Giralda tower, built at the same time by the Almohads. The 
Koutoubia is surrounded by gardens, renowned for their variety of roses. From 
there we proceed to visit the Bahia palace, a prime example of Moorish-
Andalusian architecture. It is a perfect example of the transition from tradition to 
modernity in Moroccan architecture at the turn of the 19

th
 century. The ceiling 

décor is the finest to be seen in Morocco and the garden patios are rooted in 
tradition. We end the morning with the Saadian Tombs, the last window left into 
the splendor of early 17

th
 century Moroccan interior art. 

 
For lunch we head to the palm groves outside the city to Jnane Tamsna, a little 
paradise of tranquility and the private home of Meryanne and Gary Martin, an 
ethnobotanist. Gary will give us a tour of his garden and tell us about the edible 
plants he cultivates there. Jnane Tamsna is featured in Gardens of Marrakesh, 
by Angelica Gray.  
Then Gary will accompany us on an afternoon excursion to a valley of the High 
Atlas Mountains, with its orchards and Berber villages. He will talk to us about 
the Morocco programs he spearheads as Director of the Global Diversity 
Foundation, and we will visit a village project that he is coordinating with a focus 
on plants native to Morocco and their uses. 
We return to Marrakech in the early evening for dinner on your own. 



 

 
 

Friday, May 16   Marrakech (B,L,D) 
This morning we enter Marrakech’s bazaars, the largest in Morocco. We start 
out crossing residential quarters of the old city, with their traditional public 
bakeries and steam baths, to the Ben Youssef Medersa, the largest of the 
theological schools built by the Merinids, recently restored to its original 
splendor. Next door we stop at the Museum of Marrakech, with its eclectic 
collection of crafts and contemporary art, housed in a former caid’s palace. 
Then we amble amid the alleyways of the souq, observing the workshops of 
Moroccan arts and passing through stalls displaying a myriad of crafts. We exit 
this maze at the tumultuous Jemaa el Fna square, the vibrant heart of the old 
city. 
 

We then drive to the new city, first for a light lunch outdoors at the Rotisserie de 
la Paix. From there we reach the former home and garden of the French painter 
Jacques Majorelle, who found in Morocco the ideal light, color, and exoticism to 
suit his interest in painting. In the 1920’s he ventured from Marrakech into the 
High Atlas Mountains, painting their villages and tribesmen. French Governor 
Lyautey gave him a large orchard in what was then the outskirts of Marrakech, 
where Majorelle imported plants from all over the world to create a private 
paradise. The garden was meticulously restored to its original beauty and color 
by the late Yves St. Laurent. Majorelle’s original home within the garden is now 
the unique Museum of Berber Culture.  
 

 
The late afternoon is free for personal pursuits in Marrakech. Our farewell 
dinner will be at Dar Moha, formerly a private home in the medina.  
 

Saturday, May 17   Marrakech to USA 
Private transfers shall be provided to Marrakech airport for your outbound 
flights.   
 
Additional time in Morocco, either for shopping and relaxing or for further 
exploration of the country, may be arranged upon individual requests. 
 
 

 
 



Morocco:  Gardens, Culture & Cuisine – May, 2014 

Special information about this tour 

Tour Escort:  Katherine Greenberg is a garden designer from California with a 

special interest in Mediterranean gardens and culture. Katherine has led a number of 

tours to Morocco and Spain, with a focus on gardens, culture, and cuisine. She is a 

past president of Pacific Horticulture Society, the international Mediterranean Garden 

Society, and the Friends of the Regional Parks Botanic Garden in Berkeley.  She is the 

author of Growing California Native Plants, 2nd edition, published by UC Press in 2012, 

as well as several cook books. Her father worked as an agricultural consultant in 

Morocco. 

Hotels:  All hotels have been selected for their location and amenities. Hotel Villa 

Mandarine is Rabat’s premier boutique hotel, a ten-minute drive from the city center. 

Surrounded by orange groves, the hotel has a lovely garden, a  swimming pool, and an 

excellent restaurant. Palais Jamai, formerly a private palace, is located inside the walls 

of the old city of Fes. We will stay in deluxe rooms with views of the medina. The hotel 

features terraced gardens, a swimming pool, and a traditional Moroccan restaurant. 

Dar Rhizlane, once a private villa, is a deluxe boutique hotel in the elegant residential 

Hivernage section of Marrakech. Each room opens to a private terrace or garden. The 

hotel also has a swimming pool and an acclaimed restaurant overlooking the garden. 

Guides:  Arrangements have been made for a private guide to accompany our group 

throughout the tour, and local experts will join the tour in various places to enhance 

our experience.  

Gardens and Architecture:  We have special invitations to visit some of the most 

exceptional gardens and palaces of Morocco. The hallmarks of Moroccan gardens 

include enclosed courtyards with pools and fountains, exotic plants, and a dazzling 

array of colors, patterns and textures. Traditional Moroccan architecture is 

characterized by the integration of interior and exterior spaces, cooling water 

features, intricate carvings, and decorative tiles. 

Global Diversity Foundation:  Gary Martin, the Director of the Global Diversity 

Foundation (GBF) has been involved in conservation and ethnobotanical work for over 

30 years. After receiving his PhD from U.C. Berkeley, he founded the GDF to help local 

communities maintain their agricultural, biological and cultural heritage through 

projects in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. We will visit a Berber village in the High 

Atlas Mountains with Gary Martin to learn about a project related to traditional uses 

of Moroccan plants. We will also visit Gary Martin’s home and garden in Marrakech.   



Cuisine:  Moroccan cuisine is a unique blend of Berber, Arabic, Spanish, and French 

traditions. Spices are an essential part of Moroccan cooking, used to enhance the 

flavors of meats and vegetables. Cumin, saffron, ginger, turmeric, cloves, and 

cinnamon are the most commonly used spices. The national dish is tagine, made with 

lamb, chicken or fish. According to the season, meals feature a selection of salads, 

soups, couscous or tagine, fragrant bstilla, and delicate pastries served with mint tea. 

Lunch is typically the main meal. We will see amazing displays of Moroccan spices, 

olives, and herbs in the medinas of Fes and Marrakech. We will also visit the country’s 

leading winery near Meknes for a private wine-tasting. 

Shopping and Cooking Classes:  Morocco is known for its outstanding arts and 

crafts, and there will be limited time for shopping during the tour. Some guests may 

want to arrive a day or two before the tour or stay after to have more time for 

shopping. A private shopping guide can be arranged in advance, and this is particularly 

recommended for Marrakech, where there are numerous shops, a tradition of 

bargaining, and a confusing maze of narrow alleys. Cooking classes can be arranged in 

Marrakech after the tour for those who are interested. 

Physical Endurance Level:  The tour includes a moderate amount of walking, and 

some of the places that we will be visiting can only be seen on foot. Walking surfaces 

may be uneven, and comfortable shoes are recommended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TOUR LAND COST PER GUEST BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY: 
Based on a minimum of 14 guests: $5390.00 per person for members of 
Pacific Horticulture Society. $5440 non-members.    
Single supplement: $1298.00 
 
COSTS INCLUDE: 

 7 nights select accommodations, all rooms fully en suite 

 All hotel taxes and service charges 

 7  breakfasts,  6 lunches, 5 dinners , 1 welcome reception 

 Deluxe private coaches and top drivers 

 English speaking local guides in Morocco  

 All sightseeing and entrances as per the itinerary 

 Airport transfers 

 Deluxe portfolio of documents  

 Escorted by Katherine Greenberg.  

 Donation of $250 to PHS for members, $300 non-members 

 Donation of $100 to the Global Diversity Fund 
 
COSTS DO NOT INCLUDE: 

 Airfare  

 Travel insurance 

 Passports  
 
To make a reservation, please complete and submit either a printed 
booking form or online registration.  Online booking available at: 
http://www.sterlingtoursltd.com/Morocco2014.html 
 
Or contact: 

Sterling Tours, Ltd 

2907 Shelter Island Drive Suite #105-262 
San Diego, CA 92106      Tel: 619 299-3010     800-976-9497 CST2023849-40 
www.sterlingtoursltd.com  info@sterlingtoursltd.com 

 

Pacific Horticulture Society www.pacifichorticulture.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sterlingtoursltd.com/Morocco2013.html
http://www.sterlingtoursltd.com/
mailto:info@sterlingtoursltd.com
http://www.pacifichorticulture.org/


Morocco:  Gardens, Culture and Cuisine 

May 9-17, 2014 

Terms & Conditions 
This information is important. Please read it carefully.  Submission of an online or printed 

Booking Form along with payment of required trip deposit indicates you have read and 
expressly agree to these Terms and Conditions.    If there is something that you do not 

understand please ask us about it! 

 
Reservations and Payments – A non-refundable deposit of $600 per person is required at time of 
booking. Written confirmation will be provided upon receipt of deposit. Balance of payment will be due 60 
days before departure.  Tour price is based on exchange rates in effect as of June 2013 and are subject 
to adjustment on final invoice. 

Number of Guests:  A maximum of 20 guests can be accommodated.   A minimum of 14 guests are 
required to operate the tour at the quoted price.   Purchase of non-refundable services outside of the tour 
itinerary (such as airline tickets) before minimum number of guests have registered is at the sole risk and 
expense of the guest. 

Cancellations – All cancellations must be made in writing.  As noted, final payment is due 60 days prior 
to departure and is non-refundable. Accordingly we strongly recommended that you purchase appropriate 
cancellation insurance. 

Hotels – Hotels are shown on your itinerary. Sterling Tours reserves the right to change any hotel through 
any circumstance---the substitute will be of equal or higher quality. 

Scheduled Activities – Every effort will be made to provide such services as listed, but where 
unavoidable circumstances necessitate changes, the best substitute alternatives will be made at the 
discretion of Sterling 
Tours, the local escort, or the ground operator without financial compensation to tour members. 

Service Fees, Tips & Taxes – Today there are frequently service charges and taxes imposed by hotels, 
suppliers, and governments. These fees and taxes are included to the extent possible, but where pre-
payment is not allowed the amounts concerned must be paid locally by tour members. Tips to your guides 
and drivers are not included and are left to your discretion. 

Baggage – Sterling is not responsible for loss, theft or damage to your baggage---travel insurance is 
strongly recommended to protect against loss.  Guests are responsible for airline and government-
imposed baggage regulations and fees. 

Exclusions – Your arrangements exclude passports, visas, excess baggage charges, items of a personal 
nature such as laundry, communication expenses, room service, meals not specified in your itinerary, 
gratuities to guides and drivers, optional sightseeing and other excursions, and any items not listed in 
your documents. 

Travel and Trip Cancellation Insurance – We strongly recommend that you purchase Travel Insurance.  
Sterling Tours will provide a quote for group travel insurance prior to final payment due date. 

Travel Documents-    A passport valid for at least 6 months after last date of this tour is required for this 
trip.   

Physical Capabilities - The tour includes a moderate amount of walking and occasional use of stairs or 
steeply sloped pathways.   Walking surfaces may be uneven or unpaved.  Some of the places that we will 
be visiting can only be seen on foot with no other access possible. 

 

Responsibility Clause – SterlingTours – the “Operator”, Katherine Greenberg, Pacific Horticulture 

Society, and/or their agents or representatives, act only as agents for the various companies involved in 
providing services. They assume no responsibility or liability in connection with the service of any means 
of conveyance which may be used either whole or in part in the performance of its duty to the passenger. 
Likewise they will not be responsible for any act, error or omission or for any personal injury, damage, 
loss, accident, delay, irregularity or inconvenience which may be occasioned by reason of any defect in 
any vehicles, or through any act, neglect or default, or any company or person engaged in carrying out the 
purpose for which tickets or coupons are issued, whether negligent or not, including, but not limited to, 
any act of God, terrorism or war. In the event it becomes necessary or advisable for the comfort or well-
being of passengers, or for any reason whatsoever, to alter itinerary or arrangements, such alterations 
may be made without penalty to the Operator. The right is reserved to withdraw any or all tours should 
conditions warrant, also to decline to accept or retain passengers as members of the tour.  Legal 
proceedings against the Operator may be instituted only in a State or Federal Court within the County of 
San Diego, State of California, and any claim involved in such proceedings shall be decided in the County 
of San Diego, State of California.  Any legal proceedings against the Operator must be commenced within 
one year following the date of tour completion. Neither the Operator nor Katherine Greenberg nor Pacific 
Horticulture Society shall in any case be liable for compensatory damages and you hereby waive any right 
to punitive damages. 

Sterling Tours, Ltd  A California Corporation 

2907 Shelter Island Drive Suite #105-262  San Diego, CA 92106      Tel: 619 299-3010   
CST2023849-40     www.sterlingtoursltd.com  info@sterlingtoursltd.com 

http://www.sterlingtoursltd.com/
mailto:info@sterlingtoursltd.com


Katherine Greenberg, Pacific Horticulture Society and Sterling Tours 
invite you to join 

Morocco:  Gardens, Culture and Cuisine * May 9-17, 2014 
IMPORTANT:   Submitting this form and paying tour deposit confirms you have read 
and accept the Terms and Conditions for this tour.   Please review and be sure you 

understand the terms and conditions before registering for this tour.     
RESERVATION FORM     ----PLEASE COMPLETE ONE FORM PER PERSON TRAVELING 

 
Full Name as on your passport: __________________________________________________ 
 
Name you prefer to be called:_________________________  Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr: _______  
 
Date of Birth:_____________   Passport #__________________ Issue Date:  ______________  
 
Expires: ____________Country: _______ Telephone:_________________________________ 
 
Email:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:   ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip, Country ________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Name and Phone  #___________________________________________ 
 
Special Food or Physical Requirements:    __________________________________________ 
 
Celebrating an event during the tour?  ___________________________ PHS member?  _____ 
 
Need help booking flights?  ________   Arriving early or staying after tour?   _______________ 
 
HOTEL ROOM    Please check appropriate room  type 

Double Room, One Large Bed:  ________      Double Room, Two Beds:   ______ 
                           Sharing room with :___________________________________ 
Single Room, I am willing to share  ________  Single Room, not sharing   _______  
(We will attempt to find a roommate, but if unsuccessful the single supplement will apply) 
INSURANCE :  Information to be provided prior to final payment 

LAND-ONLY TOUR PRICE AND DEPOSIT INFORMATION  
Tour Price is US$5390 per person land only for PHS members, $5440 non-members, based on 
double occupancy & a minimum of 14 guests.   Single occupancy of a room requires additional 
payment of $1298.   A nonrefundable deposit of $600 per person is required to register for 
this tour.  If paying by check, please make payable to Sterling Tours, Ltd and mail with this 
form to the address below.    
 If paying deposit by credit card please sign here:__________________________________ 
Credit Card:  VI   MC   AX   Card # ________________________________________________   
Exp: _______  Billing address:   __________________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _________________________________    Security Code: __________ 

Sterling Tours, Ltd.   2907 Shelter Island Drive Suite #105-262 San Diego, CA 92106   

USA    Tel: 619 299-3010  *  800-976-9497  info@sterlingtoursltd.com        
www.sterlingtoursltd.com                       CST2023849-40       


